
AP Psychology: The Summer Assignment is designed to familiarize you with some of the core topics that we will 
study in next year’s course as well as provide you with an understanding of the scientific research methods used by 
psychologists. Due date 9/12 (A,C,E)  9/13 (B,D,F) 

Summer Readings: Part 1 

Opening Skinner’s Box: Great Psychological Experiments of the Twentieth Century.  

  by Lauren Slater.   

Free PDF available on google classroom (code: p559zq1) or can be purchased new or used from amazon.com in 
paperback. (New $11.52 86 or used $2.41)  

The Assignment: Read 5 chapters from Opening Skinner’s Box based on the groupings below and answer the 
following prompts. Submit a printed hard copy in class, 9/12 (A,C,E)  9/13 (B,D,F). 

Birth month January-April: chapters 1,2,3,8,9  
        May-August: chapters   1,2,5,6,7  
                     September-December:   1,2,4,5,8 
 
a. What is the purpose/goal of the experiment(s)? What were the researchers trying to test. Give an overview of why 
they did what they did.  
b. Describe the methods did they use? How did they put this experiment together?  
c. What were the results? Discuss/explain. 
d. Discuss too what extent the experiment(s) was ethical by current standards?  Why or why not?  (pages 73-75 of 
Chapter 1 in textbook PDF). 
e. Why is the experiment significant? How does it affect our knowledge and practice of psychology? What did we 
learn from it?  
f. Relate the core psychological concept to you personally. How does it relate or connect to you as a psychological 
being in real life (or theoretically if need be).  

Summer Readings: Part 2 

Myers Chapters Prologue & chapter 1 Myers’ AP Psychology 9th edition PDF (on google classroom code: p559zq1) 
 
Read and take hand written notes on the Prologue and chapter1 prior to the 1st day of class. Your first test will be 
based on these chapters. 
 

Prologue: The Story of Psychology 
Chapter 1: Thinking Critically with Psychological Science (Research methods) 
 

 
MATERIALS FOR CLASS: A PSYCHOLOGY NOTEBOOK, A SEPARATE MARBLE 

COMPOSITION BOOK AND A FOUR COLOR PEN 

Google Class Code: p559zq1 


